: Dmsﬁ”lﬁi
th& future,

-
=
/)
-
-
™

Cnmpr&hénﬁve lpew
i evefms calendar-

J\ umn

t nr IIS trﬁvel senes
starts ihis mnnth \Wl\“

W



( White out Two decades of the Croisiére Blanche

—

ranen's Bost-known

i longost-running

randonnde, (ho

Criotalérs Blanche,

ealabiratad e 20U

unnlvarmney this yoar,
nnd for thres days tha Vallda de
E‘rlnmpmmr wiil Tillad with 160
dwhg, 70 quods and 30 motorbikes
playing in the anow undaer §
radinntly biue nky,

Organisad by tha FRORM
(Fidération Sportive doa Qiands
Randannaurs Motorladd) diid
spansarad by Yokahnma, the
Cralsitra Blancha atartad i 1077
whan n group of frendas had ths
Ielii cOnquering the snew o
motorbikes. They organiaed o 1ou)
near Granoble on normal b
diffioult ronda, and sinca thean tha
waortdl has spread all over Europe
Shart of going to foeland nathing
alen could offer poopls the chanca
ta drive through snow ke thia, ang
wo this syent atimoted more Gid
mare off-roaders every yonr, Than,
in 1008, i base wan moved 1
Orgidras-Mailatta, o smnll ki
saitlan nestling in the Alpine valley
ol Chnmpsaur.

| ¥ LAND ROVER

This yaar's svent atartad on 15
Janunry with o prologue, the
purpons of whioh wia to chock thng
anirants ware sultably prapared
Tham's no sorutinesring an auch, ns
this isn't n oompetition, bul it i
nacensary o ba squipped with
strong snowchalng, o ahovel and o
towing strop. Furtharmaore, Ve
hanidy to hiava big tyred and a lol of
ground olaarance, and you hava to
e prapared for soma stesp
dascants and o lot of e

The FSGRM's mndonndas nie
nlwoys prosantad as family avanis,
But thot dogun't mann thay'ne 6
plenie, Entrants may b filsajHng in
 hatel and having lunah in 6
rastnurmnt = unimaginable |lusiiiag
I you're used to things like this
Transeyivanin Trophy = but tha diys
ara long and tenmwaork & expactad
Evary yoar o few hoppy couples
dttinctod by thae idoen of a drive n
tha snowy countryside drop out
aftar tha firet doy, and this svieni

‘wilh o sxooption

Mind yau, the brisfing time of
iLafiam ought to hava glven svary-
ana an ldan that this was gaing to
b i lasting avent. With ontramis

- e
% (@@
1300 1 J 26

fram Britaln, Holland, Balgium,
Switzarland, ltaly nnd Portugal
{normally, nbout 750 of the Tisld |a
Frangh). thore was sure to ba i b
of o langunge barriss, But 1L wiis
capy Lo understond that the majority
of vehiclas wors Lond Rovers.

Fallawing the brisfing, asch
nawigatar wae givan a rondbook
ined ths vehioles were teamad up in
fimups of 16, with ons marshal in
frant and one ot the rear. 1t was atiil
dlark whon the fimt thres groups
itariod al soven o'cloock, ono haading
far aach of the throe routes thit
iy up the throe-doy ovent.

AL 1000 mestron, the blue track
wha tha highost of these, It wan
flna tho closest to Merlstie, ond
aftor i mars 1o minutes an normal
mpuntain rogde we faced the
pnrrow anlry Lo o valley bobwaen
iy moap wille, The tracks, coverad
(n o matro of frash snow, were
harely visibila, and sven with thaly
chaing in place the vehiales started
petting stick immadiately, As if that
waan'l anough, the temparmtum
atnyard ol wevorl degross below
zaro wintll tha sun rose above tho
maodintalig some fwo hours inter.

Tha convay moved slowly, metre
by iatie, until the firet snow cholne
lireska and had to ba repaired on
tha apol. Eventually the sunny valley
of Priple appanred, and getting out
of he e and warking didn't seem
a0 bad any mare, It had warmad up,
ani the untauichad whits
lundatnpn lookod bonutiful in the
aun, Sull, getting o hoovy Toyotn

‘uslomwagon up tha Wil meant
thirty poople digging with shovels
nndd lespleks o aloop the way, and
Tor o moment the guist vallay
lookaed like o lnbour camp.

Aa it tirned oul, hiowever, this
firat hiindind matros of the

srolaigio Blancho proved 1o ba the
hardaat | hisd baai travolling with
il "Extrania Oroup’ of hardenad
ofi-roadets (0 gorious vahicles, who
hindl abvinualy boan ehosan W olen
the way, Wa diova through a village
In this middla of the valloy which
axhibited ilaslitaly e slgne of [,
and aftar aoma enowy bul onsy
ronds fnead o woodan suspanaion
bridge over the fivar Drae, A aign
Lol wi that it was spocially
conatructed for the Cralalbre
Blanche = now that's what | coll
praparmtion, Next to the Bridge was
o helleoptar with prabloms, and one
of the randonnaurs wed o romady
it milmant by jump-atarting it from
his veshlcla's hattary, Gatting it galng
Wil @ mattar of s0me condar, o
tha Extrama Grod ward gaing to
B oomping that night, and the
choppar with ieedad 1o camy wood
far this Hie.




Aooording to vetarnng of this
Cralsitirs Blanohi, thie weathai
conditions vary evary yonr ‘Soma
yaars you will Tind just & lide snow
and a lot of muddy ronda, ather
yunra honvy snowstorma and Tog,
“Dos Huutos Alpes® ara, howavir,
renownad far 300 days of aun pai
yoar! For tha 20th annivaraary,
organisar Jonn Louls Millsll orderad
lota of snow and thrae doys of claar
blue sklas, and thot's exactly whil
ha gat

Mot that ol the driving waae dona
undar those bluoe skien, beciuss the
sscong doy stretohad on Trom
fafiam o 3.30 the following
morning whan the lnal vahicles
raturned from tha night task. Thia
lima wa wars on tha Rad Roltg,
atarting af Pont da Fossas In the
middle of the valley. It was thi
langast ol the throo routes but noi
toa difficult, crossing a river and
kiiting o frozen loka from where
you could soe the snow-covared
mourntaing In the distanoe. As the
fiolng wae o bil gosler than | hod
Laon the pravious diy peopla (n
fafita vohiclas worn nbile to go
aload and difve ot thalr own poca,
aijoying the improssion of balng oll
alisna i tha Alps,

AL ths and of tha day all the
participants gatharad In Gap, tha
blgpest eity in the vallay, from
whara tha Manta Carlo Rally would
Bagin thas nest waskand, At o hugo
parking lot, food was served for 700
pinople. Yokahaima tyros for dinner
(it lmaat that's what we guossiod it
wind), Tha night task turmad out to
b @ it ol @ tilfle jom (ihere was o
Siiziikl ini Trant), and to dane the pali
lBeal poaplo fiwitad the participanis
I or rad wing and Franch choss,

It wia & vy short night for sam,
ihaugh tha Britiel eaivey managod
6 b 1 B mraiand mildnight and,
with i Z00am alairn an the black
travek, ol leaal got o civilieed amount
of gleep, | rnvallid with thom on
whill waa the Tinal diy,

Saven Britluh vahicles ananded
Dverall the crimam Telt that tha ayvin
winnn't o difficull or ehallanging,
bt offered & uniqus opporiunity @
uxperience somn deap anow ditving
s good fun, and the views are
spaotnoular This black ioute want
through o nationsl infest ieaan,

which (s spocinlly opanod
for tha Croigitra Blonahio
I's o ahort track, and
alter luneh we had te
ehings 1o have anothor
run af |t bafore rolazing
and anjoying the avaning
ailiow, Thaa wiie flin-
worka, champagna and
fwiiild yoii balleva®) Can
Caiy dancars, O yooh,
that's fght: thls ls France,
Taxt and pleturos;
Lindn van Wik

Do it yoursell
I you're Intarestad i boing o mndg i and taking por o o
1 Whnaha, U8 anslar Ui
yuu might think, That's lnrgoly down o the stoering afois of ai
mnin, Dividd Dhivwe wi, whosa Long Rungo Of-Hoading (wa'll anll
i wa think you'll find that funny) nots os mn

intrmsdiary botwonn British off-road fone nond the clubs which
arfjnnisn the avonis,

The vnlue of LRO is that it publighos lists of Torthooming ovints
witll befora they would otharwisg bocomn common knowlodjjo.

Frasiizli aiff=reninid ovaiiil [ia Uhe Croluld

Thils allows Brita 1a plan aheoad and boak holldays and fory
ciasnlingh = e biggost randonndos and (o be nin on Frenoh
piiblie hollilnys, 40 nol knowlog tha dotos antil the lnst minuis
Nt i mueh ol o pe
Tiikisi thi Tr
atintie avail lanad ji U
thie Arildschia, this fa gonarally 1 ke b the mosi technlonlly
damanding of all ths FEGRM's lannidng, I Tanluros river
orogdings, nenr=vartical dosconts anid rocky ridgos, tha likes of

i il yoii o across thom,
plu, A four-day, singli
rtlng ani this porges of

which you don’t got on sven the moast rdiculous groon lnnes, anil
mvaryons who comes back from it roves aboul how grant it (s Tha
soenory's oomplitely megn 1 50 in tha olf-roading, whils the
pannahi with which the F ey thasa Whings sots the soal on
ML 15 thars o onteh? Yo, et i ik — tha avenl takes plioe
on Z=11 May, and 1the average Brit is goiog 1o nasd o bl ol dme o
#ort out his or her aiiry.

Thonks to LEO and LEW, howover (now thoro's o phrosa | bt
yuul naver thought you'd see i print), you've got that Ume. Evon
subsoribing (o the Franch offm nagazinns wouldn't plvo you
the sor ol ndvanes warmiing yoi roally neod, so his organisation
ravilly U Diolglul iF you'oes into the idea ol nking your Land Rover
on @ noi-aonipatitive off-road advaitaom oo very blg comiiry.

Ax witll ns the Troplioe Cévenol, LRO hs caomo ap with o st of
othor selpoisd svents Tor 1007, In
randondes. Tham's the Maljjré Tout, o 'masachistic mud run’ nlso
on 7-11 Mny; Las Mille Rivigres ("Thousand Rivors') is on 371
Datobor to 2 November; and, last bl def
o Crolslors Blanolia o 14=17 Jantiary 1090, You'va just rond
Lindp v WIlK'S iapor on (e T907 fiagy oof thin most Tnmous
of all mudonndes, and tut oughi @ have Boon onough o wliot
your nppotits for tnking jrirt Iin thue 2148,

For Turthar datalli Gin thisae ivinle, o 1o {0
list ol the dozens of mndonoes i
ol LRO, contoot Dovid Davanport by plioins or i on 0714020
278700, Montlon LRW [not LROJ, and we'll love you

illy, th

fingj ol tho bosi-known

aly nat nput, thare's

nprahonsive

tnkia part in with tha halp

Enjoy around 5% fusl naving ar
monn pedormancg, & guicker
warm-up and loss noloa by
foplacing your angine driven

clileh fan wilh o Kanlows
automalic alectrs fan systam,
Kanlawa fana hnve the power fo
punh anatgh sir theaugh thick dxd
ruclinton, aro mu.-mmli[a atraig lan
1o body mouniings and Incarporals
an adjustablo auomatic contral in
Ihae prioe. Phono, nx or wiile fof an
H-page colour leallet, price and
nignroat stackist of single or twin tan
hrkmm T rmlr Axd, Whan enguiring
atila modeliyaaienging size/auto:
manual/alresnditisnsdintamoolnd -
In oddition ndvisa i1 1Halling ar
towing, staiing I]umn wailght and i
oounty, national of continantal
lowing. Prican: E67-2127 4 VAT fai
the complate DIY systam,

KEHLOWE 'Hotmtar’ Jmm-huuung

ayatam lor yoar round eomfar,
aafaty, economy, nasurad digasl
wrigine atarting, around 80% bk
angine, baftary, oxhaust waar,

W EV16.78+VAT, complate 0.1,Y,
ok (2204240v 13 u.rru,:l}.

For @l paga oalour loaflal, price
& noarest stockist Fing

01628 823303

FAX: 01628 823451 Or mail
Kenlowe Ltd, Maidenhead,
5L6 6QU, Berksire, LK.
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